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IUCN: The world’s largest environmental network
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A powerful Union

IUCN Members 
• State and government agencies

• Non-governmental organisations

• Indigenous Peoples’ organisations

IUCN Commissions
• Commission on Education and Communication (CEC) 

• Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social Policy 

(CEESP) 

• World Commission on Environmental Law (WCEL)

• Commission on Ecosystem Management (CEM)

• Species Survival Commission (SSC)

• World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA)

• Climate Crisis commission

Secretariat 
• Coordinates and collaborates with IUCN Members and 

Commissions to implement the IUCN Programme 
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IUCN as a provider of decision making tools
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Linking Global and Regional Hubs to Scale up NbS



NbS Regional Hubs will Support the Scale Up of NbS

NbS Policy 
Catalyzer

• Policy design

• Harmonization

• Implementation

NbS Research 
and Innovation

• Edge cutting 
research

• Technology

• Pilots and Scale

NbS Curator

• Capacity Building

• Technical 
Advisory

• Building 
Leadership and 
Championse

NbS Finance 
Accelerator – 
ADB NFSI

• MDBs

• Domestic 
Finance

• Private Sector

Accelerating Implementation of Effective NbS to address 
Climate, Biodiversity and other societal challenges 



Africa NbS Hub 

Asia NbS Hub 

Europe NbS Hub 

Latin and Central America NbS Hub 

Northern America NbS Hub 

Regional NbS Hub 

KenyaIvory Coast

USA

Germany

China

Thailand

Brazil

Costa Rica
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Defining NbS
NbS are defined as “actions to protect, 

conserve, restore, sustainably use and 

manage natural or modified terrestrial, 

freshwater, coastal and marine ecosystems, 

which address social, economic and 

environmental challenges effectively and 

adaptively, while simultaneously providing 

human well-being, ecosystem services and 

resilience and biodiversity benefits.”

-WCC 2016, Resolution 069

-UNEA-5 2020 Resolution



Building on decades of work



Water security

Climate change 
adaptation & 

mitigation

Disaster risk 
reduction

Economic & social 
development

Food security Human health Ecosystem 
degradation & 

biodiversity loss 37%
Amount of climate mitigation 
Nature-based Solutions can 

contribute to meeting Paris climate 
goal

US$ 170 billion
Estimated global benefits in 

ecosystem services from Nature-
based Solutions focused on climate

NbS have significant potential to address our 

societal challenges
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The Global Imperative to accelerate Nature-Based 

Solutions 

Nature-based solutions could mitigate 10–12 
gigatonnes of CO₂ annually—roughly one-third of 
required reductions to meet 1.5°C climate goals. This 
includes afforestation, reforestation, peatland 
restoration, and mangrove conservation.

NbS provide multi-dimensional benefits: enhancing 
biodiversity, regulating water cycles, reducing urban 
heat, and supporting livelihoods, especially in 
vulnerable regions.

Only ~3% of global climate finance goes to NbS, 
despite estimates showing $1 invested can return $4 
in socio-economic and environmental benefits.

Recent COP decisions and IPCC guidance recognize 
NbS as vital. UNFCCC, UNCBD, UNCCD
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Valuing Nature-Based Solutions

High return on investment - For every $1 invested in 
NbS, there is an estimated return of $4 in avoided 
costs, improved health, and economic co-benefits.

Job creation through restoration - NbS can generate 
more jobs per dollar than traditional infrastructure. 
Ecosystem restoration projects support both skilled 
and community-level employment.

Natural capital integration  - Valuing ecosystems in 
economic and infrastructure planning ensures that 
NbS are treated as assets, not externalities.

Private sector mobilization needed - Investment in 
NbS remains dominated by public finance. 
Incentives, policy signals, and blended finance are 
needed to scale private involvement.
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Asia’s Untapped NbS Potential

Asia tropical forests, 

peatlands, and mangroves  

represents 30% of global NbS 

mitigation potential.

Rapid urbanization, deforestation, and 

wetland loss are degrading natural 

systems

Despite high potential, national 

climate strategies often 

underprioritize NbS. Limited 

domestic and international finance 

hampers large-scale deployment.

Integration of NbS into climate adaptation 

and biodiversity policies is increasing with 

over 130 countries include NbS in their 

NDCs, signalling a global push for 

ecosystem-based climate action.
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Risks and Integrity in Nature-Based Solutions

• NbS carbon claims can be overstated 
or non-permanent. Strong MRV 
systems and long-term stewardship 
are essential.

• Poorly designed NbS may involve 
monocultures or exotic species that 
harm local ecosystems. Ecological 
integrity must be central.

• NbS must respect indigenous land 
tenure and local governance to avoid 
displacement and inequitable 
outcomes.



IUCN Global Standard on 
Nature-based

Solutions



8 Criteria and 28 indicators







Updated 
Global 
Standard for 
NbS
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Scaling Nature-Based Solutions

• Act with urgency and integrity: Delays reduce 
options. High-integrity, science-based NbS must 
be accelerated now to align with 2030 and 2050 
climate goals.

• Empower local communities: Community-led 
NbS ensures cultural relevance, local buy-in, and 
long-term stewardship for lasting climate 
resilience.

• Foster cross-sector collaboration: Academia, 
government, business, and civil society must 
coordinate to align NbS with climate, biodiversity, 
and SDG frameworks.

• Invest in education and youth leadership: Build 
the next generation of climate and ecological 
stewards through training, mentorship, and 
hands-on projects.
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Opportunities for Academic ccontributions to 

Nature-Based Solutions

Research on ecosystem services and valuation

Universities are advancing methods for 
quantifying climate, biodiversity, and 
economic benefits of NbS through 
interdisciplinary studies.

Student-led restoration projects

Campus greening, mangrove replanting, 
and biodiversity mapping initiatives are 
engaging students as active climate 
participants.

Curriculum integration

Environmental science, urban planning, 
and public policy programs are 
incorporating NbS into teaching, training 
future practitioners.

Policy advisory and global partnerships

Academics support government and 
international frameworks with evidence-
based recommendations on NbS design 
and governance.
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Thank you!
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